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Back Country Horsemen of America

Dedicated to keeping America’s trails open for all
Who Are We?
Back Country Horsemen of America
(BCHA) are men and women who belong
to a national non-profit organization.
We are a 501(c)(3) serving 174 local
and state chapters across the country.
Our grassroots members—responsible
leaders who help to carry forward our
organization’s mission and values—
lead BCHA organizations throughout the
United States. BCHA chapters are active
in 31 states consisting of roughly 13,000
members who are dedicated to keeping
trails open for all on our public lands. Our
chapters work closely with trail partners
and local land management agencies to
clear and maintain those trails.

What Does BCHA Do?
In 2015, Back Country Horsemen of
America volunteers spent 304,344 hours
working to maintain trails on public lands.
That equates to a value of $11.2 million
dollars in trail work donated to local and
federal land managing agencies. Since
1995, BCHA members contributed a
value equal to $126.47 million in volunteer
hours.

work with us and our partners, they learn
about themselves and about stewardship
of our most treasured resources. BCHA,
its youth partners, and other volunteers
leverage funds many times over in
delivering projects to clear and maintain
trails.

We invest in active participation by young
leaders in the wise and sustainable use of
wilderness and back country resources.
We coordinate with conservation corps
and youth groups, United States Forest
Service, National Park Service, and
Bureau of Land Management to ensure
tomorrow’s leaders have outdoor and
wilderness experiences. As youth groups

Are you a hiker, biker, or horseback
rider who gets out and enjoys trails? We
do much of the work that goes unseen
to clear and preserve the safety and
continued enjoyment of your outdoor
experience. Yup, much of our work does
involve “horsepower” as well as human
power. The majority of our pack trips with
horses and mules assist trail crews get

food, camping gear, and trail maintenance
equipment into areas where four-wheeled
vehicles cannot go. We help two-footed
trail workers get more done by packing in
what they need.

BCHO State Officers
President
Jerry Bentz
president@bcho.org
Vice President East
Liz Warren
vicepresident@bcho.org
Vice President West
Bert Morris
vicepresident@bcho.org
Membership
See your local chapter
Public Lands Director
Dan Applebaker
pld@bcho.org
Education/LNT Director
Becky Wolf
education@bcho.org
Newsletter Articles & Layout
Sara Lagasse & Shelly Williams
editor@bcho.org
Newsletter Advertising
Chris Worden
advertising@bcho.org
Please feel free to contact our officers or staff if you need
any assistance or have a question pertaining to BCHO.

PURPOSES of
BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN of OREGON
To PERPETUATE the common sense use and enjoyment of
horses in America’s back country and wilderness areas.
To WORK to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational stock use.
To ASSIST the various government, state, and private agencies
in their maintenance and management of said resource.
To EDUCATE, encourage and solicit active participation in
the use of the back country resource by stock users and the
general public commensurate with our heritage.
TO FOSTER and encourage the formation of new state
organizations and BCHA.
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Come to a meeting and
make a difference...
Columbia Gorge Chapter
Meets: The 3rd Wednesday of the month at the Hood River Saddle
Club, 4384 Belmont Dr. Hood River OR 97031
Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. Please confirm meeting with contact.
Contact: Joy Senger at columbiagorge@bcho.org
East Cascades Chapter
Meets: The 2nd Monday of every month at the Black Bear Diner,
1465 NE 3rd St., Bend OR meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.
Contact: Buck Davis, eastcascades@bcho.com
Emerald Empire Chapter
Meets: the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the Utility District building,
33733 Seavey Lp Road, Eugene, OR 97405 at 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Emily Elias, emeraldempire@bcho.org
High Desert Trail Riders Chapter
Meets: The 2nd Tuesday of each month at Elmers 3030 South 6th
Klamath Falls, OR at 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Betty Applebaker, hdtr@bcho.org
North Umpqua Chapter
Meets: The 3rd Thursday of the month at the Douglas County
Courthouse, 1020 Oakley Road, Roseburg, OR 97471 in Room #317
at 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Janet Miller, northumpqua@bcho.org
Sourdough Chapter
Meets: The third Saturday of the month at the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 150 Lewis Court, Cave Junction.
6:00 p.m. in the winter and at 7:00 p.m. in the summer
Contact: Dick Butler, sourdough@bcho.org
Steens Chapter
Meets: As needed! Please confirm meeting schedule and work party
dates through SteensBCH@gmail.com or call John O’Connor 541-6783502
West Cascades Chapter
Meets: The 1st Wednesday of each month at Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950
Market Street NE, Salem, OR. Dinner time is at 6:00 p.m. meeting at
7:00 p.m.
Contact: Jennifer Paulson, westcascades-pres@bcho.org
Territorial Riders Chapter
Meets: The 2nd Tuesday of each month at the Beavercreek Fire
Department, 22310 S Beavercreek Rd. Beavercreek, Or. 97004
at 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Tim Lagasse, territorialriders@bcho.org
Wilderness Packer Chapter
Meets: Held by conference call every other month
Contact: Mat Wooley, Wctimberfalling@aol.com

A word from the BCHO President . . . . .
Thank you for picking up a copy of our promotional Highline. Back Country Horsemen of Oregon is
committed to keeping public land open for equine use. You’re probably wondering just what that means.
We have a two-fold mission that we have taken on to accomplish our goal. First, all of our chapters do
work on the ground. All BCHO chapters do work parties on our public lands working on trail maintenance
projects. Primarily we do logout work as soon as the snow is out of the mountains so that we can ride
trails without having to worry about running into a downed tree around the next corner. Our trail work
benefits other user groups beside just horse and mule riders. Several of our chapters also maintain horse
camps throughout the state. Besides our chapters we have a select group of sawyers known as the
BCHO Hot Shot Saw Team. These folks travel across the state where ever they are needed. Primarily the
Hot Shots like to work in wilderness areas where they can put their crosscut saw skills to work. BCHO is
also made up many volunteers that have projects they do on their own such as carrying for trails in their
favorite wilderness area or as a caretaker for one of the sections of the Pacific Crest Trail. We also have
folks that pack for the agencies as well as groups like the Pacific Crest Trail Association. The other piece
of our mission is the advocacy work we do with the agencies that manage our public lands. BCHO has
relationships with the US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and Oregon State Parks. BCHO
works to keep ahead of the budget cuts and closures proposed by the agencies. It’s not all doom and
gloom though. Because of our relationships, we are often invited to the planning process as the agencies
figure out what to do in this era of budget cuts. Quite often this results in positive outcomes for the horse
and mule riders of our state.
BCHO is not just about work. We also provide education for our members and the community. BCHO is
happy to educate our members and the community about the principle of Leave No Trace particularly as it
applies to equine use. We also have various clinics about packing and outdoor skills. BCHO folks also
like to have a great time when we are together. Rarely is a work party not followed by a potluck and some
great conversation sitting around the campfire. Oh, and did I mention camping and fun rides. We do it all.
BCHO is full of great people who are passionate about what we do. I hope you can join us. I need to warn
you though our passion is contagious.
Hope to meet you soon,

Jerry Bentz
Jerry Bentz – President BCHO
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The Role Of Public Lands Work In The Activities
Of The Back Country Horsemen Organization
Submitted by: Dan Applebaker

Throughout the Back Country Horsemen organization from the National level (the Back Country Horsemen of America)
through the State levels (the Back Country Horsemen of Oregon in our case), and the local Chapter levels the most important
work we do is in Public Lands. We define the term Public Lands as working closely with the government agencies responsible
for the management and administration or our public lands to maintain our historical and current equestrian use of our
backcountry and wilderness areas. The stated purposes of our organization address our cooperative efforts with these
government agencies but the Back Country Horsemen’s motto, “Keeping America’s Trails Open for All” probably defines our
public lands work in the simplest terms.
Our public lands efforts to accomplish this motto happens in two ways.
The first way is when many our most dedicated members show their devotion for our great backcountry and wilderness areas
by the many volunteer projects that they do across our nation. This is where the Back Country Horsemen accomplish the
“boots on the ground”, or in our case “the horse/mule shoes on the ground” work that our organization is known and respected
for. We are a small national organization but our thousands of hours of volunteer work to keep our trails available for public
use is where we are huge. This dedication to preserve our heritage and right to maintain our recreational use of pack and
saddle stock on our public lands gives the Back Country Horsemen a reputation equaled by few. It is the volunteering of our
time, dollars and sweat that give us the credibility to speak eye-to-eye with our government agencies and they know that we
speak from the heart and back up what we say. We are truly a broad-based grass roots organization.
Back Country Horsemen log out, brush out, do erosion control, build bridges and other structures on trails in 30 states to
keep trails open for all. We do all these things in Oregon plus providing packing support for the Forest Service and other
outdoor groups to pack their camps and tools into wilderness areas to increase their efficiency and allow them more time to
maintain more trails.
The second way we accomplish our missions and motto is through the efforts of our Public Lands Committees at all levels of
the organization. In today’s world of tremendous reductions in agency funding for trail maintenance and the resultant rapidly
disappearing availability of our trails, makes the necessity of a strong voice representing our dedication in keeping our trails
open vitally important. The Public Lands Committees are organized to address this critical purpose.
There are Public Lands Committees organized from the broad-based Chapter levels of Back Country Horsemen, narrowing
up through the State levels, and to the apex of the organization’s administrative pyramid to the top level at National. Not only
are there Chapter and State Public Lands Committees but also representing the states of Washington, Oregon, California
and Nevada, is a BCHA Far West Regional Public Lands Committee. To emphasize the importance of our Public Lands
work, there is a National Public Lands Committee, a Public Lands – State Committee and a staff position of Director of
Public Lands and Recreation, all that the National BCHA level. The biggest share of the National mission is working with
the National Office levels of the land managing Federal Agencies and networking with the National Offices of several large
environmental and outdoor groups that share some of our concerns and missions. Our National organization, the Back
Country Horsemen of America, are working very hard to, “Keep America’s Trails Open for All”.
Although the strong commitment in preserving our recreational equestrian opportunities on public lands is what separates
the Back Country Horsemen from local social saddle clubs, we still take time for a lot of social activities. Not to be outdone,
we offer day rides, overnight rides, picnics, parties, educational meetings and seminars. These activities are a large and
significant part of what we do. Many members consider the work parties as fun rides as well. We strive to make them that
way. Another point is that when you join a Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen you automatically join all three levels of
the organization. In Oregon, your Chapter dues pay both the State and National dues and you receive all three Newsletters.
If it were not for the Back Country Horsemen’s dedication to preserving our access to our government administered public
lands many of trails you ride this summer would not be available to you.
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Leave No Trace for Horsemen:

The Essential Outdoor Ethic for the Horseman
What is Leave No Trace?
It is a National educational program designed to instill an outdoor
ethic and to teach minimum impact skills to recreationists,
which will help protect the outdoor areas they recreate in from
degradation.
It is administered with a Memorandum of Understanding between
three groups.
• The National Outdoor Leadership School is the educational
arm of the organization. They provide the curriculum and
instruction, training Master teachers who train Trainers, who
in turn teach others.
• The next group includes the four Federal agencies that
manage public land. Leave No Trace benefits the land they
are managing.
• The third group is LNT, Inc. They are the marketing arm,
which works with private industry and gets corporate
sponsorships. Many companies have endorsed LNT. They
are manufacturers of recreational clothing and equipment of
all kinds. Nike is one of the major sponsors of the corporation.
The Leave No Trace philosophy encompasses awareness, an
attitude and a set of guidelines.
Awareness
Being aware of the outdoors is the first step of Leave No Trace.
Realizing that things are changing, resulting from more people
recreating, sometimes creates situations we don’t like. It might
be that there is garbage left where we like to camp or regulations
have restricted the area.
• Why do you like to ride your horse?
• Where do you like to ride?
• Why do you like to ride there?
• Has this area changed in your lifetime? How?

If you don’t, it won’t change.
• Do you care just about yourself or about others who may use
the area too?
• Do you care just about today or 20 years down the road
when your kids may want to have the same experience?
• What kind of example are you for your kids? It all depends
on your attitude to our public lands.
A Set of Guidelines or the Principals
See the LNT Principles for Horsemen posted at https://www.
bcho.org/educat/leave-no-trace-for-horsemen/
Leave No Trace has a set of Guidelines for recreating in the
outdoors. It applies to any geographic area and to different
seasonal conditions.
There are different skills associated with each guideline, from
one creating definite changes to one on the high end of the scale
with no impact.
You choose which skill to use that you are most comfortable with
depending on the conditions you are in. You might do something
very different in the same place with horses in the spring than
you would in the fall when the ground is dry and hard.
Your good judgment is the best tool you have to Leave No Trace.
Using good judgment is based on your awareness and your
attitude.
For more information please visit https://www.bcho.org/educat/
leave-no-trace-for-horsemen/

Attitude
Every individual has a set of values or a conscience, which
determines his behavior. It tells him what he believes is right or
wrong. This is his ethic.
What is your ethic? Have you ever thought about what you
believe in? It is good to know what kind of integrity you have.
Make conscious decisions about how you act and the choices
you make. Look back and see if you like the decisions you have
made.
OK, how does this apply to LNT?
• Do you care about the places you go outdoors to play?
• Do you want them to still be there like they are for years to
come?
• You need to make conscious decisions to try to keep them
that way by how you conduct yourself.
• Do you take responsibility and clean up after yourself and
your animals?
• Do you try to leave the area nicer than when you got there?
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National Forest System Trails
Stewardship Act Signed into Law
Public Law 114-245: National Forest System Trails Stewardship
Act, was signed by President Obama on November 28, 2016.
We did it! BCHA, our partners and “Trails bill” sponsors have
brought national attention to the trail maintenance backlog on
our national forests. There is much more work ahead, however,
as the agency has yet to enjoy increased funding and capacity
to fully realize the goals of this new law.
The National Forest Service Trail Stewardship Act of 2015
(H.R.845 S.1110). See other related news – National Forest
Trail Maintenance Legislation H.R. 845 Passes House.
Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA), The American
Horse Council(AHC) , and the Wilderness Society were significantly involved in the creation and passage of this bill. This follows House passage of the bill earlier this fall. The bill, introduced by
Representatives Cynthia Lummis (R-WY), Tim Walz (D-MN) and Senators Mike Enzi (R-WY) and Michael Bennet (D-CO), would
direct the Forest Service to take several actions to help address the current trail maintenance backlog that is adversely impacting all
trail users on many National Forests, including equestrians.
BCHA is pleased National Forest System Trails Stewardship Act Signed into Law. The BCHA would like to thank Representatives
Cynthia Lummis (R-WY), Tim Walz (D-MN) and Senators Mike Enzi (R-WY) and Michael Bennet (D-CO) for their leadership and
work to pass this bill.
The bill directs the Forest Service to develop a strategy to more effectively utilize volunteers and partners to assist in maintaining
national forest trails. It will also provide outfitters and guides the ability to perform trail maintenance activities in lieu of permit fees.
Additionally, the bill will address a liability issue that has discouraged some national forests from utilizing volunteers and partner
organizations to help perform trail maintenance and will direct the Forest Service to identify and prioritize specific areas with the
greatest need for trail maintenance in the national forest system. This bill will help improve trail maintenance without the need for
additional funding.
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10 Packing Essentials for Trail Riding
Many trail riders recommend what they call the ten essentials for packing. Here I expand
on that list with items to not forget before hitting the trail.
1. Compass. Bring one along and know how to use it.
2. Topographic map of the area

3. Water and purification tablets or water filter
4. Sharp knife

5. Whistle. In case you are lost or hurt, a whistle can be heard a lot farther away than your voice.
6. Space blanket

7. Matches in a waterproof container

8. Fire starting material such as fire paste or fire sticks
9. First aid kid for both humans and horses

10. Extra food. Make sure to pack a lunch if you will be out for more than a few hours and also
extra emergency foods on top of that. (Make sure the extra food doesn’t taste too good or it won’t
be there when you need it!)

The	
  Dutch	
  Oven	
  Kitchen
Mile	
  High	
  Stew
Ingredients:
1-‐1/2LBs	
  of	
  hamburger
2Qts	
  sliced	
   potatoes,	
  put	
   in	
  cold	
   water	
  until	
  ready	
  to	
  use
1Qt.diced	
  carrots
1-‐1/2C	
  chopped	
   onions
Salt	
  and	
  pepper
1-‐1/2LBs	
  linked	
  sausage,	
  cooked	
  and	
  cut	
  into	
   4	
  pieces	
  each
1-‐1/2	
  LBs	
  grated	
  sharp	
  cheese
Use	
  15	
  charcoals	
  under	
   and	
  10	
  on	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  oven

Simple	
   Beer	
  B read	
  
Ingredients:
3	
  C	
  self-‐rising	
  flower
1	
  Can	
  of	
  warm	
  beer	
  (what	
  a	
  good	
  use	
  for	
  warm	
  beer)
3	
  Tbsp sugar
What	
  to	
  do:
Mix	
  all	
  ingredients	
   and	
  place	
  in	
  a	
  greased	
  Dutch	
   oven.
Bake	
  over	
  hot	
  coals	
  about	
  1	
  hour.
Place	
  a	
  few	
  hot	
  coals	
  on	
  lid	
  to	
  brown	
   the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  bread.

What	
  to	
  do:
Brown	
   the	
  hamburger	
  in	
  a	
  12	
  or	
  14	
  inch	
  Dutch	
   oven.	
  
Add	
  the	
  lightly	
  drained	
   potatoes,	
   carrots,	
   onions,	
   salt	
  and	
  pepper.	
  
Mix	
  and	
  cover,	
  cooking	
  until	
   vegetables	
  are	
  done.
Add	
  sausage	
  and	
  grated	
  cheese	
  (do	
  not	
  stir	
  at	
  this	
  point),
Cover	
  until	
   the	
  sausage	
  is	
  heated	
  and	
  the	
  cheese	
  is	
  melted.
Cherry	
  Chocolate	
   Fudge	
  Cake
Ingredients:
2	
  (21	
  oz.)	
  cans	
  cherry	
   pie	
  filling
1	
  (1	
  lb 2.25	
  oz.)	
  pkg chocolate	
  fudge	
  cake
And	
  any	
  need	
  ingredients	
   to	
  make	
  fudge	
  cake.
What	
  to	
  do:
Pour	
  pie	
  filling	
  in	
  to	
  bottom	
   of	
  a	
  large	
  (12	
  inch)	
   Dutch	
  oven.
Mix	
  up	
  the	
  cake	
  mix	
  according	
  to	
  package	
  directions	
   and	
  gently	
  pour	
   over	
  
the	
  cherries.
Cover	
  and	
  cook	
  about	
  45-‐60	
  minutes	
  –test	
  with	
  toothpick,	
   do	
  not	
   over	
  cook	
  
on	
  the	
  bottom.
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Back Country Horsemen Of Oregon
Educational Seminars
The Back Country Horsemen of Oregon (BCHO)
offers educational seminars to our membership to
raise the knowledge level and understanding of
various topics relating to our backcountry use of
pack and saddle stock. Such seminars have also
covered the management practices of the government agencies responsible for the administration
and management of our backcountry and wilderness areas. These seminars are usually two days in
length and feature an array of speakers.
The last such seminar sponsored by BCHO was in
February of 2017 year and titled, “A Trails Management Seminar”. This seminar studied the trails management of the Forest Service
relating primarily to wilderness areas and equine use.
The morning session of the first day was scheduled with Forest Service Speakers from Pacific Northwest Regional Office in Portland. Dennis Benson – Trails and Recreation and Claire Fernandes – Wilderness and Scenic Rivers spoke on several subjects. They
addressed the proposed budget for recreation and trails, explained the key planning tools used by the Agency for trails management
and the Agencies opinion of the need to provide wilderness access and how access ties into the wilderness act. They discussed the
National Trails Strategy and Agencies response to the recent Trails Stewardship Act.
The afternoon session highlighted speakers from the Willamette National Forest. They were Tracy Beck the Forest Supervisor,
Tere O’Rouke – Forest Staff Officer, Recreation, Heritage, Lands and Minerals, and Brian McGinley, Recreation Staff, Middle Fork
Ranger District. They addressed what happens to trails that have not been maintained for long periods of time, Volunteer and Partnership Agreements, the use of mechanized equipment to maintain trails, and other trails management topics.
The second day was reserved for Back Country Horsemen speakers. Dan Applebaker and Dave Price spoke on the basic building
blocks of trail management, understanding the agency planning process and its relationship with wilderness trails, the National Environmental Protection Act and its effects on trails, and Back Country Horsemen’s views of the Trail Stewardship Act.
Dennis Dailey is retired from a career of wilderness work for the Forest Service and served as past advisor to the Back Country
Horsemen of America Board of Directors for wilderness, recreation and trails. Dennis spoke on the history and intent of the Wilderness Act pertaining to recreation and public access.
Kim McCarrel served on the State Board of OET, is Chairperson of the Central Oregon Chapter of Oregon Equestrian Trails, Back
Country Horsemen member and author of five trail riding books. Kim brought the audience up to date on a proposal by the Deschutes National Forest to decommission/declassify trails on the east side of the Mount Jefferson and Washington Wilderness Areas
The Back Country Horsemen Educational Seminars are very informative and provide a great
learning opportunity for the many members
that attended. It is our hope that the information gained will help us to “Keep America’s Trails
Open for All”.
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Land Protection Bills &
National Monuments
The documents listed below are the formal comments
made by Back Country Horsemen of America regarding
various Land Protection Bills.
Public Access Ensured by Keeping Public Lands in Public
Hands – The desire of some states and local governments
to own or control federal public lands carries significant
repercussions for backcountry pack and saddle stock users. State-managed lands, for example, typically do not
embrace the multiple-use mandate that guides federal land
management agencies and includes promoting diverse
opportunities for public outdoor recreation. There remains
great uncertainty as to whether the type of access currently
enjoyed by BCHA members to federal public lands would
continue under either state or local control or management.
– July 2015
The Land and Water Conservation Fund – Congress must
fully fund and permanently reauthorize the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF). The LWCF remains the premier federal program to conserve our nation’s land, water,
historic, and recreation heritage. Yet, the LWCF will expire on September 30th, 2015, unless Congress acts immediately. – July 2015
Wildfire Disaster Funding Act – During heavy fire-fighting seasons, the U.S. Forest Service is forced to withdraw funds from other
accounts, including recreation and fire prevention, in order to direct resources to fighting wildfires. This “fire borrowing” comes at the
expense of projects that often are left incomplete, perpetuating the likelihood of greater fires in the future and—in the case of recreation—adding to the backlog in trail maintenance. Congress must authorize the Wildfire Disaster Funding Act (H.R. 167, S. 235) to
put an end to fire borrowing. – July 2015
Dr. Rob Atwill Speaks During BCHA’s April 2015 National Board Meeting in Sacramento, California – Dr. Rob Atwill of the University
of California-Davis was a fantastic guest speaker during BCHA’s recent National Board Meeting held in Sacramento. He summarized the latest science that demonstrates native mammals, including squirrels and marmot, are far more likely to be the source of
water-borne pathogens than either livestock or pack stock. In one study at Yosemite National Park, a population of Belding’s ground
squirrel was documented to have shed Cryptosporidium oocysts at a rate that might be matched by no less than 3,000 horses. –
April 2015
BCH Applaud Designation of Organ Mountain-Desert Peaks National Monument – BCHA and BCH New Mexico Applaud Designation of Organ Mountain-Desert Peaks National Monument – May 2014
HR 1839 Colorado Hermosa Creek Watershed Protection Act – BCHA letter of endorsement to Representative Scott Tipton (CO)
March 2014
S 776 New Mexico Columbine-Honda Wilderness Act – BCHA letter of endorsement to Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich
(NM) September 2013
May 2013 Testimony – Impediments to Public Lands Access – BCHA letter encouraging Congress to support continued funding for
federal agency trails May 2013
HR 6039 Washington Green Mountain Lookout – BCHA letter of endorsement to Senators Cantwell and Murray and Representative
Hastings (WA) October 2012
California Berryessa-Snow Mtn National Conservation Area – BCHA letter of support to Congressman Mike Thompson (CA) July
2012
Make your voice heard, contact your local Senator and Representative and voice your opinion on issues. Log on to https://www.
bcha.org/blog/current-issues/ for more information.
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Chapters
Our chapters are key to our success
through their efforts with our limited
resources of time and people. Each chapter
strives to keep their actions and activities
relating directly to the original Back Country
Horsemen purpose and mission, at the
same time offering family oriented events,
rides and equestrian education throughout
Oregon.
Our chapters with open arms, warmly
welcome all new members, not a member
please join today. BCHO currently has 9
chapters in Oregon and is always looking
to expand. If there is not a chapter in your
area, it only takes a small group of motivated
individuals to make a difference and to start
a new BCHO chapter. Please contact our
Expansion Director expansion@bcho.org
for assistance or questions.
Select any of our chapters for more
information, to get in contact them, or links
to their Web and Facebook pages.

Columbia Gorge Chapter
columbiagorge@bcho.org
Serving Hood River Country and
surrounding areas
Territorial Riders Chapter
territorialriders@bcho.org
Serving SE Portland, Clackamas
County and surrounding areas

Emerald Empire Chapter
emeraldempire@bcho.org
Serving Eugene, Lane County and
surrounding areas

West Cascades Chapter
westcascades@bcho.org
Serving Salem, Marion County
and surrounding areas

East Cascades Chapter
eastcascades@bcho.org
Serving Bend, Deschutes County
and surrounding areas

Sourdough Chapter sourdough@bcho.org
Serving Josephine County and surrounding areas

High Desert Trail Riders Chapter
hdtr@bcho.org
Serving Klamath Falls, Klamath County
and surrounding areas

Steens Chapter
steensbch@bcho.org
Serving Harney County and
surrounding areas

Requirements to Become a BCHO Chapter
Forming a BCHO chapter is not difficult; however, there are a few requirements. First, those interested in creating an organization
must subscribe to the objectives and the purposes of the Back Country Horsemen of Oregon who is an approved State Organization
of Back Country Horsemen of America.
Chapters may be formed in any area of the State of Oregon, by interested members or persons of that area, by submitting to the
State BCHO Office; a list of current interested BCHO members. Chapters may be formed with the name “ _______________
Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Oregon”
All persons who subscribe to the purposes and objectives of BCHO by application and payment of current annual dues will
become a member of BCHO. Membership may be Individual, Family, Patron, Benefactor, or Sustaining.As a member, you are
also a member of Back Country Horsemen of America, and a portion of your BCHO dues pays your BCHA dues.
Current Chapters
• Columbia Gorge BCH Chapter
• East Cascades BCH Chapter
• Emerald Empire BCH Chapter
• High Desert Trail Riders BCH Chapter
• Sourdough BCH Chapter
• Steens BCH Chapter
• Territorial Riders BCH Chapter
• West Cascades BCH Chapter
For more information please visit our web page at https://www.bcho.org/membership/requirements-become-bcho-chapter/ and or
contact our President at president@bcho.org
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Columbia Gorge Chapter
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon

Located in the Hood River area
Our meeting is located at Hood River Saddle Club
4384 Belmont Dr.
Hood River, OR 97031
We meet at 7:00 pm. on the 3rd Wednesday of each month
Contact Joy Senger at columbiagorge@bcho.org for more information
_______________________________________________________________________
Welcome to the Columbia Gorge Chapter of Back Country Horseman of Oregon, most of our members
come from the Hood River area or surrounding areas. We are a very friendly bunch, where most members are
day riders who either camp at the trail head or drive in for a day ride. We do have a few members who still
pack with horses and mules, so come join us for a ride, camp out, work party, or come learn to pack.
We have fun each year clearing trails, rebuilding horse camps, going on rides and camp outs, teaching
Leave no Trace ethnics to Equestrians and working with local officials to maintain equestrian access to our
back country and public lands. The Columbia Gorge Chapter Dues are $10.00 above the normal BCHO State
& National memberships.
Come Join Us
Are you a horse enthusiast who agrees that public lands should remain open to the recreational use of
stock? Please come and get to know us and our organization by contacting Joy Senger or come to one of our
meetings. Please refer to our calendar for more information.
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Territorial Riders
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon

Located in the Oregon City area
Our meeting is located at The Beavercreek Fire Dept.
22310 S Beavercreek Rd.
Beavercreek, OR 97004
We meet at 7:00 on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
Contact the Chapter Chair at territorialriders@bcho.org for more information
_________________________________________________________________________

Meet the Territorial Riders …..
The Territorial Riders Chapter of BCHO was formed in 2012 when the original Territorial Riders Riding
Club decided to do more to protect our trails, and trail access, by joining forces with Back Country Horsemen.
We are currently one of the largest chapters in BCHO, and we are continuing to welcome new members to
help us in our efforts to fulfill the 5 principals of Back Country Horsemen.
True to our principles, Territorial Riders Back Country Horsemen of Oregon (TRBCHO) is first and
foremost a service organization dedicated to keeping trails open. As part of that effort, TRBCHO adopted
trails in the Bull of the Woods Wilderness in 2012 and we assist the U.S. Forest service effort to maintain the
40+ miles of trails in that Wilderness area. We are also a “caretaker” for the Mt Hood Pacific Crest Trail
Association. We partner with the PCTA by maintaining the 6-3/4 mile section of trail from Joe Graham
Campground to Little Crater Lake that borders the northern edge of Timothy Lake. With the administrative
and funding support of the U.S. Forest Service TRBCHO also provided labor to renovate Riley Horse Camp,
and we adopted the 15 mile loop trail formed by the Cast Creek – Zigzag Mountain – Horseshoe Ridge trails
and the Sandy River trail from the campground to the Ramona Falls parking area.
In addition to our service work on the trails we also have fun doing a variety of social activities,
campouts and rides throughout the year. TRBCHO has also provided pack support to Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife to provide supplemental fish stocking in lakes using our packers and pack stock. We also hold
a variety of fundraisers throughout the year to support our efforts including the “Beyond a Day Ride” pack
clinic, an annual Prize Ride in early July every year, Cowboy Poetry/Musical concerts and other events to raise
funds to continue working with our agency partners to improve trails. In 2012, TRBCHO also provided
funding for the materials for the equine training stations installed at McIver Park.
Whether you’re new to the area, a beginner on the trail, or a seasoned trail and/or pack veteran we’d
love to see you at a meeting, or out with us on the trail! TRBCHO
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East Cascades
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon
Located in the Bend area
Our meeting is located at Black Bear Diner
1465 NE 3rd ST.
Bend, OR 97701
We meet at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month
Contact Buck Davis at eastcascades@bcho.com	
  for more information
_________________________________________________________________________
East	
  Cascades	
  Back	
  Country	
  Horsemen	
  (ECBCH)	
  has	
  members	
  that	
  join	
  us	
  from	
  Sisters	
  to	
  Prineville,	
  
Terrebonne	
  to	
  La	
  Pine.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  an	
  active	
  group	
  that	
  encourages	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  fun	
  rides,	
  campouts,	
  trail	
  clearing	
  in	
  our	
  
local	
  national	
  forests,	
  along	
  with	
  a	
  pursuit	
  for	
  ongoing	
  access	
  to	
  our	
  public	
  back	
  country.	
  	
  One	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  to	
  own	
  
stock	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  chapter.
Our	
  chapter	
  annually	
  clears	
  and	
  maintains	
  a	
  section	
  of	
  the	
  Metolius	
  Windigo	
  Horse	
  Trail	
  from	
  the	
  Todd	
  Creek	
  
camp	
  to	
  Lemish	
  Lake	
  towards	
  the	
  south,	
  along	
  with	
  maintenance	
  of	
  the	
  horse	
  corrals	
  at	
  Todd	
  Creek.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  we	
  
maintain	
  the	
  Giddy-‐up-‐and-‐Go	
  trail	
  in	
  the	
  Ochocos.	
  	
  	
  At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  ECBCH	
  stays	
  engaged	
  with	
  the	
  interests	
  of	
  
other	
  local	
  public	
  land	
  user	
  groups	
  along	
  with	
  BLM	
  and	
  USFS.
Some	
  of	
  our	
  rides	
  incorporate	
  public	
  access	
  areas	
  in	
  the	
  Fremont	
  National	
  Forest,	
  Deschutes	
  National	
  Forest,	
  
Badlands	
  Wilderness,	
  and	
  the	
  Ochoco	
  National	
  Forest.	
  	
  Along	
  with	
  work	
  parties	
  and	
  campouts,	
  ECBCH	
  has	
  an	
  annual	
  
night	
  ride	
  fundraiser	
  which	
  supports	
  the	
  Cascade	
  Lakes	
  Relay	
  by	
  Silver	
  Lake	
  in	
  July.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  also	
  an	
  end	
  of	
  year	
  
Christmas	
  celebration	
  and	
  New	
  Year’s	
  Day	
  ride.
Come	
  see	
  what	
  we	
  are	
  about.	
  	
  Visitors	
  are	
  welcome	
  at	
  our	
  monthly	
  meetings.
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The Steens
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon
Covering Southeastern Oregon, near Burns
We meet as needed; please contact us for more details
Contact John O’Connor at steensbch@gmail.com	
  for more information
_________________________________________________________________________

Come Join Us
The Steens chapter of the Oregon Back Country Horsemen, encompassing the Burns,
Oregon area is proud to showcase the Oregon Outback and our gem the Steens
Mountain. Every year we hold 4-6 work projects and rides in our area every summer, in
the Steens, at Hart Mountain, in Malheur National Forest, and in the John Day
Wilderness. Our October Fall Colors Ride in Steens is remarkable with color and wide
vistas. Meetings are held as needed. Please contact us for any information related to
upcoming projects or rides, or for general information about equestrian trails in our
area.
Clearing trails near Moon

Forest Rheinhart, John O’Connor, Dale Langkilde
In the John Day Wilderness	
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John	
  and	
  Laurie	
  O’Connor	
  
	
  On	
  Strawberry	
  Mountain,	
  south	
  of	
  P rairie	
  City,	
  Oregon

Arlene	
  Simpson	
  on	
  the	
  	
  
Nye	
  Trail,	
  overlooking	
  Little	
  Blitzen	
  Gorge	
  

West Cascades Chapter
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon

Located in the Salem area
Our meeting is located at Elmer’s Restaurant
3950 Market Street NE.
Salem, OR 97301
We meet at 7:00 pm on the 1st Wednesday of each month with Dinner at 6:00pm
Contact Jennifer Paulson at westcascades-pres@bcho.org for more information 541-619-5115
____________________________________________________________________________
Please join us and find out who we are and what we are about, visitors are always welcome. If you can’t make
it to one of our meetings then come ride with us sometime.
West Cascade chapter has plenty of things it does each year. Many of our events are not listed on the event calendar.
We will be fish packing again this year and will need to do some trail clearing prior to packing fish. Pack
animals carrying fish should not be leaping logs. This is fun.
Then also do recon work prior to our trail maintenance work that we do at Big Meadows every year. These are
very important tasks that need to done before the work party in June. All volunteers are needed to do this.
West Cascade takes care of Big Meadows Horse Camp. When we leave there after work is done the horse camp looks
like a park. Some of the tasks that we do at the camp are clean up trash and manure, re-gravel where needed, repair
stalls, fill holes, empty manure bins, clear trails, and reposted signage. We also installed our first four steel corrals in
2016 and plan to install more in the future. It makes us all feel proud and we have the best time. This is truly giving
back to our community.
There is always someone wanting to ride and someone wanting to work on trails. This is a good place to be.
There is also the saw team, learn how to saw and become certified. We have trainers and certifiers in our chapter.
Our Fundraiser is our Poker Ride at Silver Falls. We need riders to help mark trail and to remove markers and
pick up and trash. We need two riders at different points of ride for help if needed. With first aid supplies and radio
contacts, we have a great time our fundraiser. Let’s not forget the good food, blue grass music, lots of good prizes,
and lots of friendly people. Please contact us and or go to BCHO.org for more information.
Joining the West Cascade is like joining a family. You make like longtime friends with good people.

Lets	
  ride!!!	
  

Fish	
  are	
  packed	
  in	
  bags	
  
	
  and	
  then	
  o n	
  to	
  the	
  horses	
  

Big	
  Meadows	
  Horse	
  Camp	
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Emerald Empire
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon

Located in the Eugene area

	
  

Our meeting is located at Utility District Building
33733 Seavey Lp.
Eugene, OR 97405
We meet at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month
Contact Emily Elias at emeraldempire@bcho.org	
  for more information
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Emerald Empire Chapter of BCHO covers the Southern Willamette Valley of Oregon. We are an equine
group of riders protecting our ability to recreate on our public lands, Forest Service, BLM, County and State parks.
We embrace trail work/maintenance, Leave No Trace education, trail advocacy, and youth programs.	
  
We have packers, wilderness riders, trail riders, hunters as members. Bottom line we ride all the time.
We like to pass on our knowledge through annual events:
•   Outdoor Equine Skills Weekends
•   Monthly speakers; Fish& wildlife, Forest Service Reps, Recreational industry speakers, BLM, County and
State Parks, North West Youth Corp.
•   Adopters of Pacific Crest Trail Section and Robinson Lake area of Mtn. Washington Wilderness.
•   Work with Children with North West Youth Corp event called Play in the Rain Day.
•   Every Spring we work with the Forest Service to pick up trash off of Baker Beach in Florence Oregon.
•   We have annual potlucks and trail rides.
We are happy to pass on our knowledge to make these safe events for you too.
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High Desert Trail Riders
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon

Located in the Klamath Falls area
Our meeting is located at Elmers
3030 South 6th
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
We meet at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
Contact Betty Applebaker at hdtr@bcho.org for more information
The	
  High	
  Desert	
  Trail	
  Riders	
  was	
  a	
  trail	
  riding	
  club	
  formed	
  in	
  1980	
  and	
  in	
  1994,	
  they	
  joined	
  the	
  Back	
  Country	
  
Horsemen	
  of	
  America	
  and	
  combined	
  the	
  names	
  to	
  become	
  the	
  High	
  Desert	
  Trail	
  Riders	
  Back	
  Country	
  Horsemen.	
  	
  In	
  
1996,	
  Oregon	
  joined	
  as	
  a	
  State	
  organization	
  and	
  became	
  the	
  Back	
  Country	
  Horsemen	
  of	
  Oregon	
  with	
  several	
  other	
  
Chapters.	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  people	
  with	
  varied	
  interests	
  and	
  skill	
  levels	
  with	
  a	
  common	
  thread;	
  we	
  love	
  the	
  outdoors	
  and	
  
horses	
  or	
  mules.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  an	
  active	
  group	
  with	
  fun	
  trail	
  rides,	
  campouts,	
  pack	
  trips,	
  and	
  trail	
  clearing	
  projects.	
  	
  Fish	
  
packing	
  into	
  Blue	
  Lake	
  in	
  the	
  Gearhart	
  Wilderness	
  is	
  a	
  popular	
  activity	
  we	
  have	
  done	
  for	
  about	
  30	
  years	
  for	
  Oregon	
  
Department	
  of	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife.	
  	
  Our	
  educational	
  event	
  for	
  the	
  public	
  is	
  the	
  Horse	
  Packing	
  and	
  Wilderness	
  Skills	
  Expo	
  
which	
  occurs	
  the	
  first	
  full	
  weekend	
  of	
  May	
  every	
  year.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  many	
  Seminars	
  and	
  a	
  Trade	
  Show,	
  a	
  Wine	
  and	
  Beer	
  
Tasting	
  event,	
  a	
  Trail	
  Challenge	
  and	
  a	
  Dinner	
  and	
  Auction	
  including	
  mules	
  for	
  sale.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  our	
  fundraiser	
  that	
  helps	
  
finance	
  materials	
  for	
  building	
  corrals	
  at	
  trailheads,	
  and	
  equipment	
  and	
  materials	
  for	
  trail	
  clearing	
  and	
  bridges	
  in	
  the	
  
wilderness.	
  	
  	
  
This	
  Chapter	
  works	
  closely	
  with	
  the	
  Fremont-‐Winema	
  National	
  Forest	
  on	
  their	
  wilderness	
  and	
  trails	
  
management	
  to	
  help	
  maintain	
  access	
  for	
  horsemen	
  and	
  other	
  users.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  the	
  Mountain	
  Lakes,	
  Sky	
  Lakes	
  and	
  
Gearhart	
  Wilderness	
  areas	
  on	
  this	
  Forest.	
  	
  Our	
  Chapter	
  primarily	
  clears	
  trails	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  wilderness	
  using	
  power	
  saws	
  
so	
  the	
  Forest	
  Service	
  crews	
  can	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  wilderness	
  trails.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  cleared	
  the	
  Rye	
  Spur	
  trail	
  for	
  30	
  years	
  and	
  have	
  
cleared	
  many	
  miles	
  on	
  the	
  Fremont	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  Forest.	
  	
  The	
  pack	
  support	
  trips	
  we	
  provide	
  for	
  the	
  Forest	
  Service	
  packs	
  
tools,	
  crew	
  gear	
  and	
  materials	
  for	
  trail	
  maintenance	
  and	
  structure	
  replacement	
  in	
  wilderness	
  areas.	
  	
  First	
  Aid	
  and	
  CPR	
  
are	
  requirements	
  for	
  this	
  so	
  we	
  provide	
  classes	
  for	
  our	
  members,	
  and	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  learn	
  how	
  to	
  pack	
  mules	
  and	
  
help	
  with	
  these	
  projects.	
  	
  The	
  Pacific	
  Crest	
  Trail	
  Association	
  has	
  a	
  trails	
  skills	
  college	
  every	
  year	
  to	
  train	
  volunteers	
  in	
  trail	
  
clearing	
  skills.	
  	
  Our	
  Chapter	
  cooks	
  for	
  this	
  function	
  out	
  of	
  our	
  cook	
  truck	
  and	
  is	
  appreciated	
  very	
  much.	
  
	
  
Having	
  lots	
  of	
  activities	
  together	
  helps	
  people	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  each	
  other	
  better	
  and	
  develop	
  lasting	
  friendships.	
  	
  
We	
  are	
  like	
  a	
  big	
  family	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  fun	
  together.	
  	
  Come	
  join	
  us	
  and	
  see	
  if	
  you’d	
  like	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  member.	
  	
  For	
  more	
  
information	
  see	
  our	
  website	
  at	
  www.hdtrbch.org.	
  
Blue	
  Lake	
  Fish	
  Packing	
  
Varney	
  Creek	
  

Rye	
  Spur	
  trail	
  
	
  

Rye	
  Spur	
  trail	
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Sourdough
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon

Located in the Cave Junction area
Our meeting is located at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church	
  
150 Lewis Court
Cave Junction, OR 97523
We meet at 6:00 pm in the winter and 7:00 pm in the summer
on the 3rd Saturday of each month
Contact Kris  Baizley at winged@frontiernet.net for more information
_________________________________________________________________________
Sourdough Back Country Horsemen of Oregon chapter, is a group of volunteers keeping trails and trailheads
open for all to use.
BCHO and our chapter’s mission are to…
ü   To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's back country and
wilderness
ü   To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
ü   To assist the various government and private agencies in there maintenance and management of said
resource.
ü   To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by
horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage.
ü   To foster and encourage the formation of new state organizations and Back Country Horsemen of
America

Volunteers and riders at our Poker event	
  

Our Poker Ride is always a big event	
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Back Country Horsemen of Oregon, Inc.

Membership Application

Yes! I would like to help preserve Horsemen’s rights to use stock on public lands.
______________________________________

BCHO Membership Dues

(Print Name)
______________________________________
(Address)
______________________________________
(City) (State) (ZIP)
______________________________________
(Telephone) (E–Mail)
New_________

Renewal_________ (Please check)

MAIL your application to Becky Hope
37245 Wheeler Road, Pleasant Hill, OR 97455
541-337-3138, membership@bcho.org

Single $30.00

_________

Family $40.00

_________

Patron $100		

_________

Benefactor $250

_________

Sustaining $500

_________

Select Chapter and add additional Chapter dues, as determined
by individual Chapters, see below. See Map of Chapters online.
__Columbia Gorge, Hood River $10

__Steens, Burns, $10

__East Cascades, Bend $5		

__Sourdough,Cave Junction

__Emerald Empire, Eugene $5

__West Cascade BCH, Salem $5

__High Desert Trail Riders,		
Klamath Falls area

__Territorial Riders,Oregon City $5

__High Country Wilderness Packers
Chapter, State wide group

Total Enclosed: _________________

Liability Release: Recognizing the fact that there is a potential for an accident where ever horse use is involved, which can cause
injuries to horses, riders and spectators, and also recognizing that Back Country Horsemen of Oregon, Inc., including its chapters,
officers, directors and /or members cannot know the condition of trails or the experience of riders or horses taking part in trail rides
or other Back Country Horsemen of Oregon functions, I do hereby release Back Country Horsemen of Oregon, Inc., its officers,
directors and members from any claim or right for damages which might occur to me, my minor children or horses.
Signed___________________________________Date______________________
Signed___________________________________Date______________________
*Must be signed by all chapter members 18 years and older.
Dues are not deductible as charitable contributions for income tax purposes.
Dues may be considered ordinary and necessary business deductions.
BCHO website www.bcho.org/chapterlocations.htm
Columbia Gorge BCH
Becky Wolf
32126 S. Wright Rd.
Molalla, OR 97038
(503)829-2694
wolfden@molalla.net

High Desert Trail Riders BCH
Betty Applebaker
(541) 798-5005
hdtr@bcho.org

Emerald Empire BCH
Betty Jean Keele
33485 Hampton Rd.
Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 747-3916
bjkeele@epud.net

Sourdough BCH
Kris Baizley
541-592-4806
winged@frontiernet.net

Steens BCH
John O’Connor
PO Box 471
Hines, OR 97738
541-678-3502
SteensBCH@bcho.org

East Cascades BCH
Marilyn Bernal
PO Box 112
Terrebonne, OR, 97760
Phone 541-923-4275
sunshinemgb@gmail.com

Wilderness Packer BCH
Mat Wooley
Wctimberfalling@aol.com

West Cascade BCH
Territorial Riders BCH
Jennifer Paulson
Tim Lagasse
P.O. Box 3476
28012 S Baurer Rd
Salem, OR 97302
Colton, OR 97017
(509) 910-6780
(503) 314-7712
westcascades-pres@bcho.org territorialriders@bcho.org
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PURPOSES of BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN of OREGON
To PERPETUATE the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s
back country and wilderness areas.
To WORK to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
To ASSIST the various government, state, and private agencies in their
maintenance and management of said resource.
To EDUCATE, encourage and solicit active participation in the use of the back
country resource by stock users and the general public commensurate
with our heritage.
TO FOSTER and encourage the formation of new state organizations and BCHA.

